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Mass begins in its usual manner up until this point. The parish 
may choose a Sprinkling Rite or the Penitential Act.  Sprinkling 

Rite is appropriate during the Easter Season.  
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
FIRST READING                
 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM  
     
 
SECOND READING     
 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION        
 

• Bishop blesses the deacon (IF DEACON IS NOT PRESENT, 
PASTOR OR OTHER PRIEST WILL READ THE GOSPEL)  

• Bishop removes the miter and stands to receive the crosier. 
• Deacon  (Pastor) takes The Book of the Gospels from the altar 

and proceeds to the ambo led by the censer bearer and candle 
bearers. 

 
GOSPEL     
                
PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
 

• Pastor (or catechist) presents the candidates to Bishop Brennan.  
 
HOMILY      

• Bishop Brennan delivers the homily and returns to the chair for a 
few moments of silence.  
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RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL PROMISES 
 

Bishop Would the candidates for Confirmation 
    please stand? 
 
 Do you renounce Satan, 
 and all his works,  
 and all his empty promises? 
All  I do. 
 
 

 Do you believe in God,  
 the Father almighty, Creator of heaven 
 and earth? 
All  I do. 
 
 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,   
 our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary,  
 suffered death and was buried,  
 rose again from the dead, and is seated  
 at the right hand of the Father? 
All  I do. 
 
 Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord, the giver of life 

who today through the Sacrament of Confirmation 
is given to you in a special way  

 just as he was given to the Apostles 
 on the day of Pentecost? 
All I do. 
 

  
 Do you believe in the holy catholic Church,  
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
 of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
 and life everlasting? 
All  I do. 
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 This is our faith.  This is the faith of the Church. 

We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  

 
LAYING ON OF HANDS 

• Bishop removes the miter and hands off the pastoral staff. 
He extends his hands collectively over the candidates. The 
candidates should remain in their pew and kneel. 

 
 Dearly beloved, 
 Let us pray to God the almighty Father, 
 for these, his adopted sons and daughters, 
 already born again to eternal life in Baptism, 
 that he will graciously pour out  
 the Holy Spirit upon them to confirm them  
 with his abundant gifts, 
 and through his anointing 
 conform them more fully to Christ, 
 the Son of God.   
 

• Pause for silent prayer. 
• Concelebrant priests are also invited to extend their hands 

over the candidates.  
 
 Almighty God, 

 Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 who brought these your servants 

 to new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 

 freeing them from sin: 
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 send upon them, O Lord, the Holy Spirit, 

 the Paraclete; 

 give them the spirit of wisdom  

 and understanding, 

 the spirit of counsel and fortitude, 

 the spirit knowledge and piety; 

 fill them with the spirit  

 of the fear of the Lord.    

 
 Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
ANOINTING WITH CHRISM 

• Bishop receives the miter and crosier. He prefers to administer the 
sacrament standing in front of the altar.   

• Deacon or pastor brings the Sacred Chrism to the bishop. 
• Bishop dips this thumb or a cotton ball into the Chrism and signs 

the cross on the forehead of the candidate. 
 
N., be sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Candidate Amen. 
 
 
Peace be with you. 
Candidate And with your spirit. 
 

• After anointing, Bishop returns to the chair and washes his hands.  
 

• Then the Bishop stands without the miter and introduces the 
Universal Prayer.  
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UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 

Bishop Please stand. 
 

 My dear brothers and sisters, 
 let us humbly pray to God 
  the almighty Father 
 and be of one mind in our prayer, 
 just as faith, hope, and charity, 
 which proceeds from his Holy Spirit, 
 are one. 
 

Reader For these his servants, whom the gift of the Holy Spirit 
has confirmed: that, planted in faith and grounded in 
love, they may bear witness to Christ the Lord by their 
way of life, let us pray to the Lord.  

All Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader  For their parents and sponsors: that by word and 
example they may continue to encourage those whom 
they have sponsored in the faith to follow in the footsteps 
of Christ, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader  For the holy Church of God, together with Francis our 
Pope, Mark Brennan our Bishop, and all the Bishops: 
that gathered by the Holy Spirit, the church may grow 
and increase in unity of faith and love until the coming of 
the Lord, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Reader For the whole world: that all people, who have one Maker 
and Father, may acknowledge one another as brothers 
and sisters, without discrimination of race or nation, and 
with sincere hearts seek the Kingdom of God, which is 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, let us pray to the Lord. 

 All Lord, hear our prayer.  
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• Other parish intercessions may be added.   
 
 
PRAYER 

 O God, who gave the Holy Spirit to your Apostles 
and willed that through them  
and their successors 
the same Spirit be handed on to the rest of the faithful, 
listen favorably tour prayer, 
and grant that your divine grace,  
which was at work when the Gospel 
was first proclaimed, 
may now spread through the hearts  
of those who believe in you. 
 

 Through Christ our Lord.  
 
 All Amen. 
 
 
Mass resumes as usual with the Preparation of Gifts  


