
St. JoSeph the Worker pariSh   
 

epiphany 
January 4th, 2026 

PARISH OFFICE 
Mary Beth Simon, Bookkeeper 
Carissa Kovarik, Secretary 
stjosephtheworker229@yahoo.com 
 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
Monday-Friday, 8:00am-3:00pm  

 
PARISH PHONE NUMBERS 
Parish Office:  304-723-2054 
              304-723-2057 
Parish Fax:    304-723-3961 

SUNDAY MASSES 
Saturday (Vigil):  4:00pm  
Sunday:  7:30am, 11am, 5pm 

 
WEEKDAY MASSES  
Monday-Friday 7:00am; Saturday 7:30am 
School Mass:  (see bulletin) 

 
JOINING THE PARISH  
New parishioners are welcome.   
Contact the parish office to register.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCIL IAT ION  
Saturdays:  12-1 pm at Sacred Heart   
Sundays:    4-4:45 pm 
Thursdays:  7:30—8:00 am   
 
 
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION  
Mark Tirona, Director, Religious Education    
joetheworkerdre@gmail.com 
 
 
PARISH MUSIC 
Celia Mergen, Music Director 

ST. JOSEPH GRADE SCHOOL 
Recheal Fuscardo, Principal  
weirtonstjoseph.net 
304-723-1970 
 

MADONNA HIGH SCHOOL 
Jason Heckathorn, Principal 
we ir tonmadonna .org 
304-723-0545 
 

ST. JOSEPH DAY SCHOOL 
Tiffany Frey, Director 
weirtonstjoseph.net 
681-328-3217 

 Pastor, Rev. Dennis R. Schuelkens, Jr.               
229 California Avenue, Weirton, WV  26062  ●  dschuelkens@dwc.org  ●  stjoeweirton.org 

Rev. Tony Thurston, Retired                Deacon Vince Olenick & Deacon John Basil 

 



Holy Orders 
Any men exploring the possibility of becoming a Priest or Deacon 
or anyone contemplating Religious Life should contact Fr. 
Dennis. 
Baptism 
Parents should contact Mark Tirona to make arrangements.  
Reconciliation and Penance 
Celebrated on Saturdays from 12:00-1:00 pm at Sacred Heart of Mary 
and on Thursday from 7:30 am—8:30 am and Sunday from 4-4:45 pm 
St. Joseph’s 
Holy Eucharist 
First Communion is celebrated every year in the spring for children in 
the second grade 
Matrimony 
Engaged couples should contact Father Dennis at least six 
months prior to the desired wedding date. 
Confirmation 
Scheduled every two years 
Anointing of the Sick 
Please contact Father Dennis. Catholics are encouraged to 
receive this sacrament before surgery.  
Becoming Catholic (RCIA) 
Any non-Catholic interested in becoming a Catholic Christian can 
contact Mark Tirona for information regarding The Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults. 
CCD/PSR 
Sundays 9:30-10:45 during school year. 

Charter for Protection of Children & Young People 
 

The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston maintains an Office of Safe Environment 
in accordance with the USCCB’s Charter for the Protection of Children and 
Young People. To Report Suspected Cases of Sexual Abuse of Children: The 
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston encourages reporting to civil authorities first 
and foremost if a crime has been committed. We also encourage utilizing 
www.reportbishopabuse.org to make a report about any bishop in the U.S. If 
you have reason to believe that a bishop has engaged in sexual misconduct, 
please contact civil authorities in the applicable jurisdiction and visit 
www.reportbishopabuse.org. To Report to Civil Authorities: Contact your local 
law enforcement; numbers will vary based on your location. If you believe 
someone is in immediate danger, call 911. To confidentially report any inci-
dence of suspected child abuse or neglect, including sexual abuse, contact the 
West Virginia Bureau for Children and Families’ Child Protective Services by 
calling the Child Abuse Hotline at 800.352.6513. To Report to Diocesan Au-
thorities: In addition to civil authorities, the diocese encourages reporting to the 
appropriate church authorities. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse of 
children by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese, 
contact one of the following designees at 1.888.434.6237 or 304.233.0880: Mr. 
Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Sr. Martha Gomez, ext. 264; 
or Fr. Don Higgs at 304-685-2367. You may also call the Diocese’s Office of 
Safe Environment at 304.230.1504.  

Facing an unexpected pregnancy, dealing with the pain of  
abortion, questioning your sexual health?  

 

THE AIM WOMEN’S CENTER                         
248 N. 5th Street, Steubenville, Ohio  740-283-3636         

aimhelpcenter@sbcglobal.net  www.aimwomenscenter.com                                                
24-HOUR helpline 740-283-3636 or 1-800-395-HELP 

 

Are you a veteran (or know of one) behind on rent or facing an  
eviction?  If so, please contact HELPING HEROES, INC….a center 
for veteran resources.  For more information, call 304-810-4291 or 
email helpingheroesorgbox@gmail.com. 

SUNDAY DONATIONS   Amount 

Total Year To Date 2025 $388,057.65 

Sunday Collection 

  
12/14 

 
  

  $      7,791.00 
   

Monthly Debt Collection 
 
E-Giving 
 

12/14 
  

12/1-12/14 
 

   $          70.00           
    
    $    3,595.86 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*Seminarian Clifton Mastran (page 6) 
*T.M.I.Y (page 6) 
*Grade School Christmas Program (page 7) 
 

COLLECTION Dec. 14/15 2024 
 

Envelopes    $    6,190.23 
Loose           $    2,485.00 
Debt             $       395.00 
Total             $    9,070.23 

Dec. 13/14, 2025 
 

Envelopes    $    4,226.00 
Loose           $    3,565.32 
Debt             $         70.00      
Total             $    7,861.00 

COLLECTION YEAR TO DATE - 2024 
(1/1/24—12/15//24) 

 

Envelopes    $356,718.97 
Loose           $  65,920.53 
Debt             $  21,126.00 
Total             $443,765.50 

YEAR TO DATE - 2025 
(1/1/25—12/14/25) 

 

Envelopes    $372,020.18 
Loose           $  68,353.51 
Debt             $  21,836.00 
Total             $462,209.69 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
Children’s Liturgy is a time for children to pray and learn 
about God’s Word through child-friendly language and 
activities.  All children from Preschool (3-5 years) through 
4th grade are welcome to Children’s Liturgy on Sunday at 
the 11:00 am Mass.  This is a great opportunity for  
community service hours for middle school and high 
school students.  Finally, if you’re interested in becoming 
an adult volunteer, please contact the church office at  
723-2054.  Thank you! 

Due to early bulletin deadlines, collection totals will not be 
updated until after the first of the year. 



MASS DATE TIME MASS INTENTIONS READINGS 
Monday, January 5 
St. John Neumann, Bishop  

7:00 am 
Fr. Tony 

 
 

            Connie Bernardi 
             By: Christian Mothers 
 
 
              

1 Jn 3:22-4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-
12a/Mt 4:12-17, 23-25  

Tuesday, January 6 
St. André Bessette, Religious  

  

7:00 am 
Fr. Tony 

            Paul Badusha 
             By: Janet Fisher 

1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8/
Mk 6:34-44  

Wednesday, January 7 
St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest  

7:00 am 
Fr. Golna 

 
 
 

            Intentions of Sally Frantz. 
             By: The Fishers 
                 
                
 
                
 
                 

1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-
13/Mk 6:45-52  

Thursday, January 8 
 

7:00 am 
Fr. Tony 

 
 

            Patty Basil 
             By: Dolores & Paula  
                      Manack 
                       
                

1 Jn 4:19-5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 
15bc, 17/Lk 4:14-22a  

Friday, January 9 
 

7:00 am 
Fr. Tony 

 
9:15 am 
Fr. Golna 

 
10:35 am 

Fr. Bill 
 
 
 

            Bill Burchill 
              By: The Burchill Family 
                 
            GS Mass      
                
               
               MHS Mass 
            Frank Bravchok &  
            Anna Bravchok 

1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 
19-20/Lk 5:12-16  

Saturday, January 10 
The Baptism of the Lord  

7:30 am 
Fr. Sacus 

 
4:00 pm 

Fr. Tony  

            Intentions of Megan Tasey                        
                                     By: Kevin Tasey 
                         
                       

                     All Parishioners 
              

1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 
and 6a and 9b/Jn 3:22-30  

Sunday, January  11 
 

7:30 am  
Fr. Tony 

 
 

11:00 am 
Fr. Dennis 

 
 

5:00 pm 
Fr. Tony 

               Memorial Fund 
 
 
               Robert Burskey & 
            Daughter Janet              
             By: Margy Burskey & Family           
             
            Patsy & Rachel DeLuca 
            & Bob Crawford 
             By: The Crawford Family 
              

Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9
-10/Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17  

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading: Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light has come, the glory of the Lord 
shines upon you. (Is 60:1) 
Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Ps 72)  
Second Reading: It was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, members 
of the same body. (Eph 3:5-6) 
Gospel: “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come 
to do him homage.” (Mt 2:2) 



go to www.stjoeweirton.org  
click DONATE  

 

Please, STOP and PRAY during the month of January at 3 
p.m. each day, the Hour of Mercy, for  

PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS. 

Is the Lord calling you? 
 

Call Rev. John Soplinski at the Vocations  
Office, Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston at 

304-233-0880 or email jsoplinski@dwc.org. 

Following is the policy for scheduling Mass intentions:  
Our church receives requests to have Masses  
scheduled almost daily and we try our best to get them 
scheduled as soon as possible.  We are able to  
schedule 4 months ahead.  The next intention we can 
schedule will be in the month of JANUARY for MAY 
2026.  Having intentions for a Mass is a sacrifice of 
$10.00 during the week and $20.00 on the weekend. 

 
 

JOY 
How do you find true JOY in your life? The formula 
is easy. MAKЕ: 
 
        J esus first 

                    O thers second 

        Y ourself third 

 

When Jesus was asked by a Pharisee, "Teacher, 
which commandment in the Law is the greatest? 
"Jesus said to him, "You shall love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, with all your soul, and all 
your mind. The second it is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself."(Matt 22:36-40)  
 
Where does this leave you? Jesus says: "Remain in 
My love. I have told you this so that My JOY might 
be in you and your JOY might be complete. This is 
My commandment: love one another as I love you. 
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's 
life for one's friends." (John 15:9-13).  
 
Note, Jesus says: "Remain in My love." In the  
Adoration Chapel, you are fulfilling all of the three 
commandments in finding true JOY.  
 

J esus first, by coming to adore Him 
     O thers second, when you pray for them 

  Y ourself third, by offering your time to be 
with Him 

 
The Adoration Chapel is open six day a week 8 AM 
– 8 PM. Monday – Saturday.  In this New Year 
please make the New Year’s resolution to becoming 
a registered Guardian. There is a particular need to 
fill the empty hours!  Use the QR code to determine 
the hour that would work best in your schedule and 
Register. 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK MONDAY-SATURDAY 

8 AM– 8 PM 

GUARDIANS NEEDED!  SCAN THE QR CODE OR CALL  
304-374-6170 

Deacon Vince continues his visits to homebound  
parishioners during the week.  If you know of anyone that 
would like to receive Holy Communion that is unable to  
attend Mass or anyone that would need a ride to Mass,  
contact the church office. 



   

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 
 

4:00 PM CONFESSION 
 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY 5 8 AM—8 PM 
 
 
 

ADORATION 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 8 AM—8 PM 
6:00 PM 
 

ADORATION 
ROSARY 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7 
 

8 AM—8 PM 
 

ADORATION 
 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 8 
 

8 AM-8 PM 
 
 

ADORATION  
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 9 
 

8 AM—8 PM ADORATION 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 10 
 

8 AM-8 PM 
12:00 PM 

ADORATION 
CONFESSION AT SHM 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11 
 

9:00 AM 
4:00 PM 

SPANISH MASS 
CONFESSION 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

                 TABERNACLE CANDLE INTENTION 
week of 1/4/26 for the soul of  

 
Bill Burchill 

 
BY 

 
The Burchill Family 

 
 

Please pray for the needs of our parishioners who are in 
the hospital, homebound or ill.  Call the church office if 
you want your name on our prayer line list and/or you want 
a visit from a Priest, Deacon, or Extraordinary Minister of 
Holy Communion while in the hospital or homebound.  If 
you have a sacramental emergency, don’t hesitate to con-
tact Father Dennis or Father Tony. 

The Community Bread Basket donation for January is  
BAKED BEANS Please place your items in the red  
baskets at all the church entrances. 

The next class on Reacquainting Ourselves 
with the Catechism will be January 14th @ 
6 PM, St Joseph Cafeteria.  Please have the 
first 5 chapters of Screwtape Letters-C.J. 
Lewis chapters 1-5 read.    

COUNSELING AVAILABLE at  
St. Joseph the Worker! 

 
Dr. Ann Stipe, PhD, has over 50 years of mental health nursing and 
counseling experience.  She was a psychiatric nurse, RN, for 25 years 
before she returned to school and received her PhD in social work from 
the University of Maryland at Baltimore.  She also has a certification in 
addictions counseling, CAC.  She is licensed in West Virginia.  Dr. Ann 
has retired and is doing pro bono work for the Church. If you would like 
to schedule an appointment with her, please contact the parish office. 

For those families with small children, we 
have the QUIET ROOM with TV  

access in the back of the church to utilize  
whenever there’s a need. 

ARE YOU STRUGGLING TO PAY RENT, MORTGAGE  
OR UTILITIES? 

Catholic Charities can help!!  If you are a Brooke or Hancock County 
resident, please contact the Northern Region Case Manager at  
304-830-2410 for an appointment. 



Some give by going...Some go by giving…Clay 
County and Gassaway, West Virginia. We serve people 
who live in their cars, or if they have houses, have no  
running water, gas or electric. Resources are unable to 
be accessed due to lack of education and the belief that 
there is no viable help for them. Father Dominic Huynh 
Pham, S.V.D. is the pastor of Saint Thomas Catholic 
Church in Gassaway, West Virginia and the Risen Lord 
Mission in Clay County. Father is known for his  
kindness and for his work to help the poor in rural  
communities he serves.  If you wish to give by going, 
the dates are as follows:  Gassaway, West Virginia the 
2nd Thursday of each month.  Clay county, West  
Virginia the 4th Wednesday and Thursday of each 
month. If you want to go by giving, the needs are as 
follows: diapers, wipes, diaper rash cream, coats, hats, 
gloves, scarves, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,  
shampoo, deodorant, and monetary donations.  
Monetary donations can be made to the Risen Lord 
Food Pantry. For further information, contact the church 
office at 723-2054. 

Sunday, January 11th @ 9:00 AM 
Join us in our monthly celebration of the 
holy Mass in Spanish on January 11th at 
9am. Confessions will be heard before 
and after Mass. We look forward to  
seeing you there! 

 
 

T.M.I.Y will resume  
Sunday,  

January 18th, 2026.  

Congratulations to Seminarian  
Clifton Mastran who was ordained a  

transitional Deacon on Saturday, December 
20th at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph! 

If you would like to keep in touch with 
Seminarian Chris Nelson, his address 
is: 

St. John Paul II Seminary 
145 Taylor Street NE 

 Washington, DC 20017 



Before the grade school left for Christmas break, they put on their  
annual Christmas program for our school and parish community. It 

was an entertaining program with a beautiful message about the true 
meaning of Christmas. Thank you to the students, Ms. Celia,  

Mrs. Fuscardo, and Fr. Dennis for a wonderful performance for all to 
enjoy. Thank you to all the families and friends that were in  

attendance.  


