Our newly established Youth Ministry, “IGNITE CATHOLIC YM” held a bonfire for its inaugural event on 11/8!!
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SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday (Vigil): 4:00pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 11am, 5pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Friday, 8:00am-4:00pm
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Parish Office: 304-723-2054
304-723-2057
Parish Fax: 304-723-3961

JOINING THE PARISH
New parishioners are welcome.
Contact the parish office to register.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays: 12-1 pm at Sacred Heart
Sundays: 4-4:45 pm
Thursdays: 8:00-8:30 am
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304-723-0545

PARISH MUSIC
Rebecca Harding, Music Director
Sean Harding, Cantor/Violinist

weirtonstjoseph.net
304-723-1970

ST. JOSEPH DAY SCHOOL
Marisa Shaw, Director
weirtonstjoseph.net
681-328-3217

DECEMBER 6, 2020
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE FILLED IN,
EVERY MOUNTAIN AND HILL SHALL BE MADE LOW. — ISAIAH 40:4

Forms to be a Sponsor: Issued to parishioners
S U N D A Y D O N A TI O N S
baptized, confirmed, and registered at least six Total Year To Date
months. They should attend Mass regularly and if
married, in conformity with the Church.
Sunday Collection
Holy Orders
Any men exploring the possibility of becoming
a Priest or Deacon or anyone contemplating
Religious Life should contact Fr. Dennis.
Baptism
Parents should contact Mark Tirona to make
arrangements.
Reconciliation and Penance
Celebrated on Saturdays from 12:00-1:00 pm at
Sacred Heart of Mary and on Thursday from 8:008:30 am and Sunday from 4-4:45 pm St. Joseph’s
Holy Eucharist
First Communion is celebrated every year in the
spring for children in the second grade
Matrimony
Engaged couples should contact Father
Dennis at least six months prior to the desired
wedding date.
Confirmation
Scheduled every two years
Anointing of the Sick
Please contact Father Dennis. Catholics are
encouraged to receive this sacrament before
surgery.
Becoming Catholic (RCIA)
Any non-Catholic interested in becoming a
Catholic Christian can contact Mark Tirona for
information regarding The Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults.

Monthly Debt Collection
E-Giving
All Saints/All Souls

11/1 -11/29

Campaign for Human Development
COLLECTION

$ 5,152.30 Envelopes
$ 1,380.00 Loose
$
35.00 Debt
$ 6,567.30 Total

$ 3,341.50
$
786.00
$
65.00
$ 4,192.50

YEAR TO DATE - 2020

(1/1/19 - 11/24/19)

(1/1/20—11/22/20)

$345,069.79
$ 57,549.01
$ 21,746.79
$424,365.59

Nov. 30/1, 2019
Envelopes
Loose
Debt
Total

COLLECTION

Nov. 21/22, 2020

YEAR TO DATE - 2019
Envelopes
Loose
Debt
Total

COLLECTION

11/22
11/22
11/29

Nov. 23/24, 2019
Envelopes
Loose
Debt
Total

COLLECTION

2020
11/22
11/29
11/22
11/29

Amount
$416,329.93
$ 4,127.50
$ 6,504.00
$
65.00
$
283.00
$ 2,386.50
$
6.00
$
315.00
$
35.00

Envelopes
Loose
Debt
Total

$346,564.29
$ 49,563.61
$ 25,491.08
$421,618.98

Nov. 28/29, 2020

$ 8,813.00 Envelopes
$ 1,066.00 Loose
$
827.00 Debt
$ 10,706.00 Total

$ 3,627.00
$ 2,877.00
$
283.00
$ 6,787.00

YEAR TO DATE - 2019

YEAR TO DATE - 2020

(1/1/19 - 12/1/19)

(1/1/20—11/29/20)

Envelopes
Loose
Debt
Total

$354,775.53
$ 58,615.01
$ 22,573.79
$435,964.33

Envelopes
Loose
Debt
Total

$350,191.29
$ 52,440.61
$ 25,774.08
$428,405.98

NEWS FROM THE DRE’S DESK

CCD/PSR
Sundays 9:30-10:45 during school year.

Our parish has signed on to “Flocknote”, the leading communications platform used by churches the world over! If you’d like
to receive the most up-to-date information about our parish
(i.e. COVID-19 guidelines, inclement weather cancellations, bulletin
Charter for Protection of Children & Young People
updates, upcoming events, new content on Formed, etc.), please consider joining our Flocknote community by simply texting the keyword
The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is committed to the protection “SAINTJOEWORKS” to 84576 from your mobile device. It’s that simple,
of its children and young people. The Diocese complies with the
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for the Pro- and the best part is, you won’t have to install another app! We look
tection of Children and Young People by maintaining an Office of forward to having you join our digital flock!

Safe Environment. To report an incidence of suspected child sexual
abuse, please contact your local law enforcement agency, or you
may confidentially contact the West Virginia Bureau for Children
and Families/Child Protective Services by calling the Child Abuse
Hotline at 800.352.6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse
by personnel of the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston to the Diocese,
please contact one of the Bishop’s designees at 888.434.6237 (toll
free) or 304.233.0880: Sister Ellen Dunn, ext. 264; Mr. Bryan Minor, ext. 263; Mr. Tim Bishop, ext. 353; Fr. Dennis Schuelkens, ext.
270 or call the Office of Safe Environment at 304.230.1504. For
more information on the Diocese’s Office of Safe Environment,
please go to www.dwc.org, then click the “Diocese” tab, then click
“Office of Safe Environment” under the “Offices” menu. To learn
more about the Catholic Church’s efforts in preventing sexual
abuse of children in the United States, please visit http://
www.usccb.org. Under “Issues and Action,” click “Child and
Youth Protection” from the drop down menu.

Crazy Mexican Restaurant & Grill
at 271 Spring Drive has offered a “Pay-it-Forward”
way to support each other while overcoming the
crisis that the Coronavirus has caused our community.
Their pledge is to be able to give 10% back to the church
every month. When any member of our church dines in,
he/she has to write the name of our church on the front of
the receipt...at the end of the month, 10% of the total sales
spent from the church members will then be given back.
What a nice gesture, Crazy Mexican! Please consider
stopping by to support this great restaurant and our
church.

MASS DATE
Monday, December 7

St. Ambrose

TIME
Fr. Tony
Fr. Tony

The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary ~ Holy Day of
Obligation

George & Virginia Price
& Kay Harrison

7:30 am
7:00 pm

Tuesday, December 8

MASS INTENTIONS

7:30 am

By: Bill & Georgia Jonczak

All Parishioners
Joseph Fancalski

By: JoAnn Barnabei & Elias
Family

Fr. Tony

9:15 am

Fr. Dennis

Wednesday, December 9

7:30 am

Thursday, December 10

7:30 am

St. Juan Diego

Friday, December 11
St. Damasus I

Saturday, December 12

Fr. Dennis

with MHS
Bob Barnabei

By: Jo Ann Barnabei & Elias
Family

Helen Carinci

Fr. Dennis

By: Barnhart Family

7:30 am

Timmy Jonczak

Fr. Dennis

4:00 pm

By: Lois Carpini, Jolene Zuros &
Cara Mendel

Vincent C. Oliver

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Fr. Dennis

By: Family members

Sunday, December 13

7:30 am

Matthew Gasvoda

Third Sunday of Advent

Fr. Tony

11:00 am
Fr. Dennis

Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14;
Lk 5:17-26

Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4; Eph
1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38

with SJGS

Fr. Dennis

12:00 pm

READINGS

By: Joni Burskey

Is 40:25-31; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10;
Mt 11:28-30
Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 1013ab; Mt 11:11-15
Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4; Mt
11:16-19
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a;
12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde,
19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Is 61:1-2a, 10-11; Lk 1:46-50,
53-54; 1 Thes 5:16-24; Jn 1:68, 19-28

Vickie Bengier

By: Dolores Bengier

5:00 pm

All Parishioners

Fr. Tony

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The rugged land shall be made a plain; the rough country, a broad valley (Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11).
Psalm — Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation (Psalm 85).
Second Reading — Conduct yourselves in holiness, hastening the coming of the day of God (2 Peter 3:8-14).
Gospel — I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit (Mark 1:1-8).

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE NEEDED AT THE TAIn times of great difficulties scoffers taunt us, “Where is God? BLE OF HOPE: Capri drink boxes and small bottles of
GOD’S DELAY

Why hasn’t your Lord come to save you now?” And we of faith respond much in the same way as Peter did in today’s second reading: the “delay” of the Lord’s second coming is not any type of punishment or failure to keep the divine promise, but a loving sign of
God’s patience. God is giving everyone the chance to seek repentance.
God does not make life more difficult. Rather, God lessens our
burdens as once before for the Jewish exiles returning home to
Judea after captivity in Babylon. It was God who personally led
them, making a “straight highway” for them across the desert.
We join with our ancestors of faith, who hoped that they might
see God’s Chosen One before them and who eventually realized
that the Lord was also walking with them side by side.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

water. The Table of Hope has recently re-opened on
Mondays only at this time. Please bring in your donations to the rectory office during regular weekday
hours.
The new Lector books are in and can be picked up in
the rectory during regular office hours Monday
through Friday or in the sacristy on the weekend after any of the scheduled Masses.
Are you a veteran (or know of one) behind on rent or facing an
eviction? If so, please contact HELPING HEROES, INC….a

center for veteran resources. For more information, call
304-810-4291 or email helpingheroesorgbox@gmail.com.

Is the Lord calling you?
Call Rev. Brian Crenwelge at the Vocations
Office, Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
at 304-233-0880, ext. 298
Facing an unexpected pregnancy, dealing with the pain of abortion,
questioning your sexual health?

THE AIM WOMEN’S CENTER
248 N. 5th Street, Steubenville, Ohio 740-283-3636
aimhelpcenter@sbcglobal.net www.aimwomenscenter.com
24-HOUR helpline 740-283-3636 or 1-800-395-HELP

FATHER DENNIS HOMILIES

If you would like to view or review one of Father Dennis’
homilies, you can go to youtube.com and put in the
search bar, Father Dennis Schuelkens Homilies or
you can go to the parish website, stjoeweirton.org.

Be Part of the Miracle

This is a special week in the Advent Season because the Church
celebrates two miraculous Marian feasts, the Immaculate Conception
and Our Lady of Guadalupe. In the Immaculate Conception, a dogma
of the Catholic Church, Mary was conceived without sin so that as
Mother of our Lord, Jesus could enter our world in a most perfect way.
In the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mary, by placing her image on
St. Juan Diego’s tilma, brought Christianity to the Western Hemisphere. She is “most perfectly redeemed” and is the patroness of the
Americas and worthy of our prayer and devotion.
“Our country has never needed prayer more than now. Moral
decay pervaded the Roman Empire before its fall. If we inspect the
history of the rise and fall of other empires, we can find the same moral
decay. If we honestly look at our country today, we have to see the
same thing. Abortion, murder, gang warfare, pornography, child sex
abuse, wrecked families, infidelity, suicide, the lack of moral standards
in the media, gay marriage, the so-called “right to privacy,” – all of
these are happening before our eyes.
Right now, more than at any other time, we are called to honor Our
Lady by living according to the teaching of her Son. We must pray for
the grace, for ourselves and for our country, to do this. Otherwise we
will go the way of other once-mighty nations. The best way to celebrate these feasts is to spend as much time as possible praying for our
country.” (from Pearls of Wisdom, by Fr. Don Kenny)

go to
www.stjoeweirton.org
click DONATE
West Virginia Child Abuse Hotline
1-800-352-6513
Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston
Victim Assistance Coordinator ~ 304-242-6988
Please pray for the needs of our parishioners who are hospitalized,
homebound or ill. Call the rectory if you want your name on our prayer line list or in the bulletin. At this unusual time of social distancing, our
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are unable to make visits to
our homebound or hospitalized. However, if you have a sacramental
emergency, don’t hesitate to contact Father Dennis or Father Tony.

To clear up questions that have come up regarding Mass intentions: Our church receives requests to have Masses
scheduled almost daily and we try our best to get them scheduled as soon as possible. We are able to schedule 4 months
ahead. This practice has been in place for more than 3 years.
The next intention we can schedule will be in the month of
December for April 2021. Having intentions for a Mass are a
sacrifice of $10.00 during the week and $20.00 on the weekend. Call the rectory during regular office hours if you have
any questions.

Eucharistic Adoration

Open every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday 8:00 AM – 8:00 PM including Christmas Day!
Thursday Adoration will open when we have two Guardians
on each hour.

Come to the Adoration Chapel to pray. Be part of the Miracle that will
change our nation. The Adoration Chapel is open 12 hours a day 4
days a week.
The following hours need a second Guardian:
TUESDAY, 1-2 PM; WEDNESDAY 2-3 PM; THURSDAY 8-9 AM, 9-10
AM, 10-11 AM, 11-12 PM, 12-1 PM, 1-2 PM, 3-4 PM 4-5 PM, 5-6 PM,
6-7 PM; FRIDAY 11-12 Noon, 4-5 PM

Second Guardians Positions Are Still Available Adoration!
Sign up sheets are in the Church vestibule. You may also register by
calling Mary Evkovich 304-374-6170, Cindy Oliver 304-748-5093, Paulette Nagy 304-748-0688 Mary Snyder 740-219-4239 or Carolyn Shaffer 304-748- 0766.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6

ALL MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES (EXCEPT FOR ADORATION)
CONTINUE TO BE CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10

8:00 AM

CONFESSION

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12

12:00 PM CONFESSION AT SHM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13

4:00 PM

CONFESSION

Please, STOP and PRAY during the month of
December at 3 p.m. each day, the Hour of Mercy
for ALL MOTHERS AND CHILDREN.
TABERNACLE CANDLE INTENTION
week of 12/6/20 for the souls of
EMIL, EVELINA & DR. JOHN CAPITO &
MARGIE & JOSEPH JAVORSKY
From
DAR, JOHNNY & JOEY

Fr. Dennis continues to live stream Mass
at 11:00 am every Sunday on St. Joseph
the Worker Grade School Facebook
page. Periodically, there are difficulties
with Facebook business. If you go to the
grade school’s page and Mass is not live
there, try Father Dennis’ page. Father
continues to live stream daily Mass on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 7:30 am as well.

Homemade Cookies for Sale on 12/12!
All made with care and caution. Come and
check out all the beautiful varieties we have.
All proceeds benefit our teachers at St. Joseph
the Worker Parish School. For more information, call Sheila Cavalet at 723-0002.

If you know someone who might be interested in
discovering the riches of the Catholic Church, the
RCIA process is in session and meets on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm in the Hospitality Room of the
Rectory. For more information, call Mark Tirona at
the rectory 723-2054 or contact him by email at
joetheworkerdre@gmail.com.

The Community Bread Basket donation for December is
Jelly. The Christmas donation is Stuffing. Please place
your items in the red baskets at all church entrances.

ANNUAL ADVENT BABY BOTTLE PROJECT
It’s time again for the Gabriel Project Advent Baby
Bottle Drive. At all entrances of the church there
are empty baby bottles for you to take and fill with
monetary donations. The filled bottles can be returned to the rectory office anytime during regular
business hours. The donations go to purchase
baby items such as diapers, wipes, car seats, cribs
and other supplies that sometimes local parents
can’t afford. Thank you in advance for your continued support of our Gabriel Project!

Early bulletin deadlines for the upcoming
holidays are as follows:
For 12/20 bulletin—Have information into the office
by Tuesday, December 8
12/27 bulletin—Have information into the office
by Tuesday, December 15
1/2 bulletin—Have information into the office
by Monday, December 21

Mark your calendars for an Advent Penance Service
scheduled for December 16th at 7:00 pm in the
church. Several priests will be available that evening
to hear confessions.
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOTLINE
One in 4 women and 1 in 7 men aged 18 and older in the United
States have been the victim of severe physical violence by an
intimate partner in their lifetime. On average, 24 people per minute are victims of rape, physical violence or stalking by an intimate partner in the U.S.—more than 12 million women and men
over the course of a year. We’re here to listen. Reach our
trained advocates 24/7 to get the support you deserve. There
are no fees, no names, no judgment. JUST HELP. Call 1-800799-7233. For the deaf and hard of hearing, 1-800-787-3224.

TEC (Teens Encounter Christ Retreats)
Do you enjoy ministering to young people, or might
you want to give it a try? Do you have experience
with TEC retreats, or might you want to learn more
about them? The Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston is
working to form a group of interested adults as an
official, diocesan TEC Leadership Team. Our new co
-chairs of the team are Mr. Ralph Modena and Mrs.
Gina Boggess, both of Princeton. We’re looking for
adults who will be able to devote some time to developing a robust TEC program throughout the state
and building the infrastructure to maintain it. We
will need help identifying other adults who might be
able to help, reaching teens who might be interested
in attending a retreat, and promoting the retreats to
parishes, schools, and ministry centers. If you’re interested in joining our efforts, please contact Mrs.
Jeanne McKeets, in the office of Evangelization and
Catechesis at 304-233-0880, extension 374 or

Tuesday, December 8, 2020 - Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep on
of the Blessed Virgin Mary is a Holy
Day of Obliga on. There are several
Mass op ons for this Holy Day.
They are as follows: St. Joseph the
Worker - Monday Vigil Mass is 7:00 pm. Tuesday
- 7:30 am, 9:15 am and 12:00 noon. Sacred jmckeets@dwc.org.
Heart of Mary - 6:00 pm on Tuesday evening.

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

December 24th Masses

4:30 pm—St. Joseph’s & Sacred Heart of Mary
8:00 pm—St. Joseph’s
10:00 pm—Sacred Heart of Mary

December 25th Masses
12:00 am—St. Joseph’s
7:30 am—St. Joseph’s
9:00 am—Sacred Heart of Mary
11:00 am—St. Joseph’s

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I
desire You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive
You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. As though You were already there, I embrace
You and unite myself to You; permit not that I should
ever be separated from You. Amen.

The Salvation Army Angel Tree tags and
unwrapped items are due by December
15th and can be dropped off at the rectory during regular office hours. For more
information call Judi at 304-670-5582.

Our parish is very happy to announce the establishment of an Augustine Institute Evangelization Kiosk program! The kiosk display is located in our main
vestibule. Feel free to peruse our selections from such notable Catholic
speakers like Dr. Scott Hahn, Fr. Mike Schmitz, Mother Theresa of Calcutta,
Jason Evert, and many more! The Augustine Institute has been blessed to be
the largest CD program in the United States. The talks are in over 9,000 parishes and over 14 million CDs have been distributed in just over 12 yrs.

The idea behind this ministry is very simple:

1. We are busy people and many of us aren’t able to devote as much time
learning about Jesus and the Catholic Faith as we’d like. Now you can listen
to amazing Catholic content on the go – in the car or even in your house
through a CD player or any mobile device (each CD comes with a downloadable MP3 file). Books are available as well – now you don’t have to
spend a lot of time shopping around for a great book because we have them
right here in the entrance of the church.
2. The second idea behind the Kiosk Program is to keep the cost very low so
that people can listen and then pass the CDs or books on to others. Many of us know people who have left the Church or who aren’t Catholic
- maybe a son or daughter, a spouse, a parent, sibling, or friend. Did you
know that over 50% of Catholics who come home to the Church do so they
say because someone handed them a CD or a book? Not only can you learn
more about our Catholic faith, but you can now also evangelize by helping
others to know Jesus!

So, here’s how this works:

•
These types of CDs and books typically cost $10-$15 each if purchased
at a store or online, but through our kiosk program, we are only asking for a
suggested donation of $5 for books & $3 for CDs. Your donations will help
keep the program running and will help bring others closer to Jesus!
•
We have titles for all ages including children, teens and Young Adults.
•
Please don’t let the donation stop you from leaving church without a CD
or book. Simply drop off your donation in the kiosk’s built-in donation slot the
next time you come to Mass!
Survey of Catholic Doctrine (January 3 – February 6) is a five-week course offered through the University of Dayton’s Virtual Learning Community
for Faith Formation (VLCFF). This is a hybrid model offering both live weekly lectures (through Zoom) as well as a rich variety of online resources. We will look at some of the major doctrines of the Catholic Church including the Trinity, original sin, church, salvation history, and the
communion of saints. We will explore and deepen our understanding of terms and concepts such as: magisterium, ecumenism, eschatology, and
other Catholic terms. If you are a catechist, work with the RCIA, couples preparing for marriage, parents preparing to baptize their children, or are
an adult interested in deepening your faith, please join fellow Catholics from across the Diocese as we learn more about our Tradition. This
course is being underwritten by the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston, who pays 100% of the tuition. The course instructor is Dr. Rodica Stoicoiu.
For further information or to register, please contact Jeanne McKeets at the Diocese at jmckeets@dwc.org.
HELP OUR ELDERS. In good times and bad, senior Catholic sisters,
brothers, and religious order priests have dedicated themselves to
service and acts of mercy. Today, they pray for an aching world. Yet
years of serving for little or no pay have left their religious communities
without enough retirement savings. Your gift to the Retirement Fund
for Religious helps provide medications, nursing care, and other necessities. Please be generous.

Please pray for the souls of Norita Ballato,
the mother of Rebecca Fuscardo
and the mother of Mike Veltri.
Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them.

Support Catholic Charities West Virginia today!
Our readings remind us of our baptism, where we joined
the body of Christ and began our mission of love. At
Catholic Charities West Virginia, we love our neighbors
through caring and compassionate services to people in
need, supporting them as they make meaningful change.
Will you help us? Mail in a donation at 2000 Main
Street, Wheeling, WV 26003, text ‘Christmas’ to 304-2456600, or donate at www.CatholicCharitiesWV.org. We’re
waiting in joyful hope: 19 days until Christmas!
Sophie DeAngelo, a long-time devoted St. Joseph parishioner,
entered into eternal life on November 17th. She proudly served
our parish that she loved dearly as house manager of the rectory.
Sophie was truly a blessing to anyone who knew her. Please
pray for her family and friends as they grieve her loss.
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